
 

 

 

  

 

  

Hay Festival of Literature & Arts 

Set in the Welsh border town of 
Hay-on-Wye in the  staggering 
beauty of the Brecon Beacons, the 
festival has continued to attract 
the most exciting writers, 
filmmakers, comedians, politicians 
and musicians to inspire, delight 
and entertain an international 
crowd who return every year. 

The festival has always attracted 

an affluent customer base who 

expect the finest quality and 

service. In recent years the local 

hospitality industry has expanded 

to meet these demands, with fine 

dining now in demand. 

With many of the national 

newspaper journalist and critics 

visiting the area, local restaurants 

receive a high level of attention in 

the press.  

The Rhydspence has its origins in the 14th Century and was later a 
drover's inn, a main assembly point for Welsh Drovers as they crossed 
the border into England. 
 
It has three dining areas full of character in the original oak beamed 
building, one more in a stone walled 17th century section, and a large 
modern dining room in a recent extension with panoramic views. 
There are seven excellent letting bedrooms upstairs in a mixture of 
styles to suit the period of the building. All dining areas and guest 
rooms have views over the gardens and the Wye Valley. 
 
The property  dates back to the 14th Century and the main part is half 
timbered with a stone tiled roof. The newer part has colourwashed 
elevations under a tiled roof. The accommodation is laid out on 
ground, first and second floors with basement cellar and storage. 
 
The Rhydspence trades as a destination country catering inn with 
superior letting accommodation. It occupies an enviable location in 
the Upper Wye Valley, being close to Hay on Wye and surrounded by 
some of the most beautiful scenic countryside imaginable. The 
business has been in the present ownership for over 25 years and 
enjoys a long well established reputation. 
 
The landlord bought the Rhydspence in 1986 and in 1988 added the 
dining room with bedrooms over. Over the years he has built a highly 
successful and diversified business which would appeal to a discerning 
purchaser. Now over 70 yrs in age, he is retiring and is offering the 
leasehold on the property at favourable rates to guarantee that this 
unique property continues to prosper. 
 
LEASE DETAILS 
10 year lease with  

Full furniture, fittings and equipment included 

£20,000 deposit 

£40,000 Rent per annum 

 40% rent reduction year 1 (£461 per week) 

 30% rent reduction year 2 (£538 per week) 

 20% rent reduction year 3 (£615 per week) 

 
 
 

Wye Valley location with views across England and Wales 

Excellent location on primary route to fashionable Hay on Wye 

Impressive 14th Century building, full of character and original fittings 

Wonderful opportunity for Herefordshire's next Michelin Star 

High income customer demographic 

UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO 

OBTAIN THE LEASE ON A 

HIGH QUALITY 

COUNTRYSIDE RESTAURANT 

IN A EXCELLENT LOCATION 

RHYDSPENCE 

Whitney on Wye 

Herefordshire 

HR3 6EU 
 



 

 

 

  

"A building of national importance" 

CAMRA 

PUBLIC AREAS 

SNUG 
Fully exposed timbers and beams with a feature fireplace. low ceiling 
and door provide a very cosy atmosphere for private dining. Much 
character and features with period fittings. Rear door onto private 
patio and walled garden with views of Wye Valley and the stream. Up 
to 14 covers with bar servery. 
 
DROVERS BAR 
Fully exposed timbers and beams with a large open log fire. Full of 
character and period fittings. Views of Wye Valley and the stream. Up 
to 24 covers with bar servery.   
 
BAKERY 
Fully exposed timbers and beams with stone internal wall and  feature 
bread oven. Door to patio and gardens. Views over gardens and Wye 
Valley. Up to 16 covers. 
 
DROVERS KITCHEN 
17th century room. with stone walls and lighter atmosphere than the 
older rooms. Currently used as a family dining room. Southern views 
over gardens and Wye Valley. 16 covers. 
 
LARGE DINING ROOM 
A bright room with views on three sides giving excellent panoramic 
views of the Wye Valley, with Malvern Hills in the east and the Black 
Mountains in the west.  Double doors on both sides to the garden and 
car park. 42 covers on well spaced tables, 60 covers on a banquet 
format. 
 
ENTRANCE HALL 
A large half timbered entrance porch to an entrance hall which is full 
of character and leads to the bar and dining areas. 
 
OUTSIDE 
There are extensive grounds laid largely to lawn with flower beds and 
borders containing a number of shrubs and with a stream running 
down one side, forming the English / Welsh border. Large tarmac car 
park. 
 

The Rhydspence stands on the English side of the border with Wales, 
in extensive grounds with lovely views over farmland and hills beyond 
the River Wye. With the Black Mountains, Brecon Beacons and the 
Wye Valley all on its doorstep, it is little wonder that many of the 
guests are interested in fishing, riding, walking and other outdoor 
pursuits. 
 
For the more leisurely tourists there are the many famous black and 
white villages of Herefordshire and the towns of Bristol, Gloucester, 
Worcester, Hereford, Shrewsbury, Cardiff and Aberystwyth which are 
mostly within about an hour's drive. Virtually on the doorstep is the 
well known market town of Hay on Wye, world famous for all its book 
shops.  
 



 

 
GUEST ACCOMODATION 

The letting bedrooms are all of a high standard and enjoy high 
occupancy. 7 bedrooms to sleep 13 (4 double, 2 twin, 1 single). 

6 rooms have en suite bathroom and W.C. and the single room has an 
en suite shower and W.C. There is one four poster room. Rooms have 
unique features to match their position in the buildings history. All 
rooms have central heating radiator, colour TV, radio/alarm and 
tea/coffee making facilities. 
 
SERVICE AREAS 

Excellent well equipped catering kitchen with preparation area. Walk-
in cold room. Basement cellar with ample fridge and freezer area, dry 
goods store , bottle store and laundry.  
Well equipped bar serving the Snug and Drovers Bar, with a cellar 
below . 
First floor office. 
 
OWNERS ACCOMODATION 

On the second floor there are three rooms and a bathroom. On the 
first floor an en suite single room is currently used by a member of 
staff. 
 
LOCATION 

The Rhydspence is located in a prominent position on the A438, highly 
visible from all directions. On a main route from England to Wales 
there is considerable passing trade in both directions. 
 
CONTACT 
 
Peter Glover   Rhydspence 
01497 831 262   Whitney On Wye 
    Herefordshire 
James Glover   Hr3 6EU 
07966 169 432 


